
Once again it is time to resume our Alexander Hamilton 
Chapter meetings.  I urge all members to join us at the Fife 
Bar and Grill at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 17, 
2011 for our breakfast meeting. 
 

As we begin our new SAR year, we will continue toward 
our goal of enrolling new members into the chapter.  As 
you meet other men interested in genealogy and history, 
please ask about their lineage and the possibility that they 
have a Revolutionary War ancestor in their background.  
Encourage them to go on line to NSSAR and work on fill-
ing out the application.  We have members who are      
experts in finding proof to assist in information needed to 
submit the application. 
 

We will also be hearing from Bob O’Neal about the many 
appearances our Washington State SAR Color Guard has 
made recently and what they have on the calendar. The 
Color Guard can use more members and our goal is to  
increase our participation in the SAR State Color Guard. 
 

Our society has many worthwhile programs on both the 
local chapter level and the state level for our members to 
participate in. We hope you will endeavor to find a       
program that is of interest to you.  Our chapter is the larg-
est chapter in Washington State. Therefore, it is very    
important that we have more members willing to take a 
position in the WASSAR. 
 

If you have ideas that you think are worthy of considera-
tion by our chapter, please feel free to bring them forth for 
review. We are always open to new ideas. 
 

See you all on the 17th at the Fife Bar & Grill, 9:00AM. 
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MY LIFE AS I KNOW IT 
          Bob Wagers, Colonel, USA (Ret.)Bob Wagers, Colonel, USA (Ret.)Bob Wagers, Colonel, USA (Ret.)Bob Wagers, Colonel, USA (Ret.)    
    

It is no secret that our chapter is blessed with members  
who have led an interesting life. To date, they have been 
mostly best-kept secrets. To bring such lives to the light 
of day, we are starting a series of periodic programs    
titled, “My Life As I Know It,” which will give our     
members an opportunity to share the highlights of their 
lives and help us to get to know them better. To start the 
process, Bob Wagers has offered to share the sordid     
details of his life at the next meeting. For this meeting 
only, no children under 18 will be allowed. 

 

THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

Chapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter Messenger    

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

 

LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

MG Ed Trobaugh, USA (Ret.), with the 
help of Jim Martinson, a double amputee, 

shared the story of the American Lake Veterans Golf 
Course, a golf course that was created to enable veterans 
to rehabilitate themselves, physically and emotionally. 
 

Providing for the on-going improvements, care and main-
tenance of the golf course is an inspired group of    
American citizens calling themselves the Friends of 
American Lake Veterans Golf Course. Through tax     
deductible donations and volunteers, the “Friends” have 
been able to improve the driving range and the course, 
add a three-hole wheelchair accessible course and       
purchase special golf carts for those with disabilities.  
 

One of the many that have taken advantage of the  
American Lake Veterans Golf Course was General John 
Shalikashvili, USA (Retired), former Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Shak, now deceased, had 
suffered a severe stroke. 
 

By unanimous consent of those present, our collection for 
this meeting was donated to the Friends of the American 
Lake Golf Course and totaled $661.00! 

Darrell 
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Fly the flag and 
never forget our 
veterans! 



 

COMPATRIOT ACTIVITIES 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal, LTC, 
USA (Ret.) was a keynote speaker 
for the Tahoma National Cemetery 
Memorial Day 2011 Celebration. 
Bob volunteers at the cemetery as a 
bugler (shown left.) 
 

Compatriot Lee and Joyce 
Thomasson had a busy summer 
which included attending a memo-

rial service for Joyce’s brother in Ukiah, California. 
 

Compatriot Bob and Shirley Wagers spent two weeks in 
Maryland with youngest daughter and family during July 
where the temperatures were in the 90s with humidity to 
match. 
 

Barbara Waid, the wife of Compatriot Chuck, is now 
showing her paintings at the Ebb Tide Gallery, a coopera-
tive gallery in Gig Harbor. If you are ever in that area be 
sure to visit the gallery and buy one of  Barbara’s beautiful 
paintings. If you are lucky, she will be on duty and creating 
one of her masterpieces. 
 

As will be noted under collections, $661.00 was collected 
for the Friends of American Lake Veterans Golf Course at 
our May meeting. What isn’t obvious, however, is that 
$500.00 of this amount was donated by Jerry and Dorothy 
Hull .  
 

Compatriot Chuck Waid was awarded the First Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the NSSAR Liberty Medal at the 121st NSSAR 
Congress in Winston-Salem, NC. Signifying the second 
award of this prestigious medal, Chuck was recognized for 
having recruited at least ten new members during the past 
year.  At our May meeting Compatriot Fred Ramsey was 
also awarded the First Oak Leaf Cluster to this medal for 
having recruited a life-time total of 89 new members. 
 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal was the guest speaker at the 
Washington State  Mayflower Society picnic, July 17, 
2011. Bob appeared in his colorful “Regimentals” and 
spoke on the exciting life of Alexander Hamilton. 

4th of July in Oslo, Norway 

The following was received from Compatriot Bob O’Neal 
describing a 4th of July celebration in Oslo, Norway: 
 

“After cruising Norway's west coast from Bergen across 
the Polar Circle to Kirkenes on the Russian border and back 
we went to Ronnie's home town of Oslo where we         
participated in the little known 4th of July celebration held 
there annually. There are 20,000 Americans working, 
studying and living in Oslo. About 3,000 of them partici-
pated in the Independence Day celebration held in the 
City's Frogner Park!  The American Ambassador and   
Deputy Mayor spoke, US Marines posted our Colors and 
the Americans and Norwegians had a blanket-stroller-kids-
pet dog-hamburger-hotdog 4th of July - just like back in the 
States!  I should have worn my regimentals.” 

Bob with Mayflower    
children. 

Bob making his Alexander 
Hamilton presentation. 

Bob & Dorothy 
Hull, Mayflower 

President. 

If you read the Summer 2011 WASSAR newsletter, “The 
Washington Trail”, I’m sure you noted that Compatriot 
Bob O’Neal’s picture and name appeared no less than six 
times. Way to go Bob! 

The following was received from Compatriot John Welch 
describing his busy life as “Rochambeau”: 
 

“I’m up to my neck in fun activities.  I’m engaged at Mount 
Vernon  as “Rochambeau” next month in a historical     
program with “George Washington.”  A weekend affair 
with expectations of 10,000 visitors.  A “grand     encamp-
ment” hosting 100 reenactors is expected.  At the end of the 
month, I’m engaged again as “Rochambeau” as featured 
speaker for the SAR Leadership Conference in                 
Louisville.  My classic speech is focused on the French  
alliance with geopolitical implications. I was recently    
invited to a July 4 Independence Day ceremony at          
Lafayette’s grave site in Picpus Cemetery in Paris.  My   
invitation came from the French branch of the SAR, and we 
were treated to a banquet at the Palais de Luxembourg, seat 
of the French Senate.  I was also invited by colleagues to a 
trip to the Chateau de Chantilly, recently refurbished with 
an impressive art collection and period furnish-
ings. Magnificent edifice. The American Revolution actu-
ally led to our first world war. The French alliance, via 
the  Treaty of Paris of 1778, included Spain by virtue of it’s 
alliance with France.  While not officially a US ally,   
Spanish forces cleared Florida and the Gulf coast of British 
bases. Then in order to protect European trading rights with 
America, Catherine the Great, Empress of Imperial Russia, 
formed a “league of armed neutrality” of neutral European 
countries to protect their trade with American states, which 
Britain was forced to respect. The Treaty of Paris of 1783 
ended the war securing American independence. I can   
certainly understand why diplomats prefer to meet in Paris. 
Best wishes to my Washington SAR colleagues.” John 
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Chapter Color 
Guard News 

As reported by Chapter Color Guard 
Captain Lee Thomasson 

 

On the 4th of July, Color 
Guard Captain Lee and Joyce  
Thomasson flew American 
flags and decorations from 
their ski boat, the “Yellow 
Jacket” and participated in the 
Summit Lake 4th of July    
parade. Lee wore his revolu-
tionary uniform and displayed 

his sword to on lookers. After the parade, Lee conducted a 
"New Citizenship Ceremony" for his Lake neighbor's       
son-in-law, Will Ramos. Will is an immigrant from        
Guatemala and recently was awarded his U.S. citizenship. 
Lee pinned an American flag lapel pin on Will and          
presented him with a poster designed and printed by the 
Spokane SAR chapter that shows the development of the 
American flag. Will's family was present as were his in-
laws. 
 

On the 5th of July, Lee and Joyce Thomasson attended the  
dedication of a monument on North Fort Lewis. The monu-
ment was to the early Washington Pioneers and was restored 
under the direction of Washington State DAR. A reception 
was held afterwards at the Joint Base Lewis/McCord camp 
ground on American Lake. DAR, SAR, ROTC and other 
groups were in attendance. A civil war cannon was 
fired at the end of the ceremony.  
 

If interested in becoming a member of the Color Guard  
speak to Lee Thomasson or Bob O’Neal about ordering 
a custom-made uniform. 

 

                        Call  Lee Thomasson          Call  Lee Thomasson          Call  Lee Thomasson          Call  Lee Thomasson          

360360360360----532532532532----9368 9368 9368 9368     

    Bob O’Neal 253Bob O’Neal 253Bob O’Neal 253Bob O’Neal 253----752752752752----8242824282428242    
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SAR ROTC/JROTC MEDAL  

PRESENTATIONS 2011 
 

My thanks to the following Compatriots that   
assisted with the nineteen ROTC/JROTC 
Medal presentations this year. I’m sure that 
you enjoyed the experience as much as I did: 
 
 

 

Dick Heinmiller   Allan Peschek 
Darrell Holt   Bruce Seiber 
Jerry Hull   Dick Seiber 
Bob O’Neal   Chuck Waid 
Bob Parrish 
 

Bob Wagers, ROTC/JROTC Chair 
 
“The JROTC program develops leadership, self-
discipline, citizenship, and patriotism within students.” 

 

   
   VETERANS MEMORIAL  

       MUSEUM CORNER 
    “They Shall Not Be Forgotten” 

 
 

We will once again be collecting at our September meeting 
in support of this distinguished museum. All donations are 
tax deductible. Make checks payable to VMM.  

  

Important Message from the 

Raffle Chair 
 

Remember to bring those valuable raffle 
prizes to the next meeting. The “rule of 
thumb” remains: “The prize should be of a quality 
that you the donor would want to win.”   

 

ANNUAL DUES NOTICES ARE             

IN THE MAIL 

Chapter Treasurer Mark Difford has 
mailed the annual dues notices with a due 
date of 15 November. Since Mark must 
pay the dues to State by 1 December 2011, 
please give this matter your immediate attention by 
making your check for $60.00 payable to “Alexander 
Hamilton Chapter SAR”  and mailing it today. 

 

Would You Like to be a 
Part of the Chapter Color 

Guard? 
 

You do not need a uniform to participate 
in one of our SAR Recruiting Booth 
events. Just your snappy blue blazer with 

SAR insignia will be enough. Email or call either Lee 
Thomasson at leethephoneman@comcast.net/360-532-
9368 or Bob O’Neal at wroneal@aol.com/253-752-
8242 to volunteer or ask questions about our color 
guard. 



ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President Darrell Holt 
Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 

Vice President Russ Pringle 
Secretary Bob Wagers 
Treasurer Mark Difford 
Chaplain Dick Seiber 

Genealogist Chuck Waid 
Historian Jerry Hull 

Trustee Dick Heinmiller 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 

   Newsletter Editor Bob Wagers 

 

A Warm Welcome to Our 
Newest Members 

 

        * Matthew Kieswether 
   

        * Patrick McGuire 
 

           * Keith Weissinger  
 

It will be our pleasure to induct you into the Sons           
of the American Revolution and the fellowship of 
the Alexander Hamilton Chapter at our next      
meeting. Doing the honors will be State President 
Bob Doughty.  
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Eagle Scout Darrell Craft  
Receives Second State                
Eagle Scout Award 

 

Eagle Scout Darrell Craft received the 
WASSAR Eagle Scout Award for the 
second consecutive year. According to 
available records, this is the first time 
that an Eagle Scout in our state has     

received this award twice before he turns 18. Making 
the presentation was State Co-Eagle Scout Chair Don 
Wingerson. Participating in the ceremony were      
Darrell’s mother and  father. It was noted that this   
remarkable young man has earned 65 merit badges, 
although only 21 are required to be an Eagle Scout. 

The Chapter Color Guard and SAR Recruiting Booth had a very good Armed 
Forces Day at Ft. Lewis.  
 

First, we had great support from the Army. Second we had four Compatriots 
involved—Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson, Fred Ramsey, Bob O’Neal 
and Chuck Waid. Visitors included Barbara Waid, President Darrell and 
Carol Holt and Fred Kiser. Third, we had six prospects interested in       
membership. In addition, many families, military personnel and others came 
by and took our SAR brochures and flag display handouts (provided free by 
"Flags A-Flyin"). Many SAR business cards were also given out.  
 

All-in-all, it was a wonderful venue with colorful tents and historical         
displays from Roman legionnaires to modern day. Included were a company 
of pikemen from the 1500s, the 2nd Connecticut Regiment of Militia,          

Confederate and Union Civil War Artillery (two cannons), Infantry, Philippine Insurrection        
soldiers, WWI, WWII,  Tuskegee Airmen, 82nd Airborne, German soldiers and the SAR.  It took 

place in a grassy square, not unlike the market festivals in days of yore.  
 

For the Massing of the Colors we were lined up in the tunnel of the old baseball stadium, and then marched across the 
infield as the units were recognized - with US Forces first, then Veteran's groups, followed by Lee and me and other    
historical organizations. Included in the festivities was a presentation of the 27 official USA historical flags that were 
flown during the 235 years of our history. It was great to see all the young JROTC cadets participating in the affair and 
having some fun.   
 

All in all, it was a great day for all concerned. Next year, I hope to see much more support from our members. 
 

L-R at the SAR   
Recruiting Booth - 
Lee Thomasson, 

Fred Kiser, Darrell 
Holt, Bob O’Neal, 
Fred Ramsey & 

Massing of the 
Colors. Bob 

O’Neal & Lee 
Thomasson make 

 

Fort Lewis Armed Forces Day 2011 
As reported by Compatriot Bob O’Neal 

A highlight of the May meeting was the induction of LTC 
Bob Parrish, USA (Ret.) into the Sons of the American 
Revolution and the fellowship of the Alexander Hamilton 
Chapter. Conducting the ceremony was State President Bob 
Doughty. Assisting was Compatriot Bob’s wife, Muriel. 
One of  Compatriot Parrish’s first contributions to the   
chapter was to present the JROTC medal at Lincoln High 
School. Welcome aboard Compatriot Bob. 

Welcome New Member Bob Parrish 



Effective January 1, 2012, Compatriot 
Charles V. (Chuck) Waid will become 
the chapter newsletter editor. Chuck 

brings an overwhelming abundance of talent and     
experience to the position. As a result, we can look   
forward to exceptional content and a fresh approach to    
reporting the news. His first issue will be the January 
21, 2012 Edition. Something to look forward to. 
 

Bob Wagers, Retiring Chapter Messenger Editor 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW     
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

An Urgent Message from the 
WASSAR Financial Review &   Ad-

visory Committee 
 

As reported by Compatriot Bob O’Neal 
 

The State Society Financial Review and Advisory 
Committee has been meeting for a few months now.  I 
represent the Alexander Hamilton Chapter and all of 
our members.  We have a critical situation  - the 
WASSAR Life Membership Fund is going broke  hav-
ing taken hits in the last three financial market down-
turns.  Worse yet, life memberships were sold between 
$250 - $400 over the years making it a very good buy 
for any member, however, the cost was not based on 
actuarial life expectancy tables nor did it  account for 
increases in National Society dues.  The Committee is 
looking for solutions that create a win-win for the life 
members and State Society. If any of our members can 
help, please contact me in person or at 
wroneal@aol.com. Thank you. 
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                                            LOOKING AHEAD 

 
Sep 11  Patriot Day 
Sep 11  Grandparent’s Day 
Sep 11  Tenth Anniversary of the terrorist attack   
  on the United States of America 
Sep 17  Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  
  9:00 AM.   
Sep 21  International Day of Peace 
Sep 23  First Day of Autumn 
Oct 15  Chapter Meeting, Veterans Memorial  
  Museum, Chehalis,  10:00 AM.   

Oct 31  HalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloween    
Nov 5  Auburn Veterans Day Parade 

In Memoriam 
 

LtCol Kenneth W. Slaker 
USAF (Ret.) 

April 14, 1920 - August 27, 2011 
 

Past President, Washington State Society, SAR 

Past President, Seattle Chapter, SAR 

Associate Member, Alexander Hamilton Chapter, SAR 

 

Distinguished veteran of WWII, Korea & the Cold War to 

include the Berlin Airlift. 

 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal to 
Feature New Series of       

Articles 

It goes without saying that we all enjoyed 
Compatriot Bob O’Neal’s series of articles 
on the life of our Chapter namesake,    
Alexander Hamilton. Now that he has put  
“close” to that project, Bob will write 

“Ancestor Pages” for new members and others to 
stimulate interest in the ancestral aspect of our       
organization. If you wish to have Bob do an article on 
your ancestor please contact him. For contact         
information and  details of the project see page 7  

PLEASE NOTE 

If you wish to have anything included 
in the October “Chapter Messenger,” 
please have it in the hands of the     

editor NLT than 28 September 2011. Anything     
received after this date will be included in the          
November edition. Thank you for your help. 
 

Editor 
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FOR THE RECORD 
 

May 2011collections: 
 

Happy Dollars                 $   31.00 
Raffle           67.00 
Friends of American Lake Veterans 
 Golf Course        661.00 



 

WASSAR State Color Guard News 
 

Submitted by WASSAR Color Guard Commander Bob O’Neal 

I am happy to announce that        
C o m p a t r i o t  D o u g  N e l s o n ,          
Washington State Secretary and   
President of the Silverdale John Paul 
Jones Chapter, has joined the     
WASSAR Color Guard! He serves 
along with Fred Ramsey, Lee 
Thomasson, and myself on this side 
of our State and Stan Wills, Gale 

Palmer, John Caskey, Rob Goff and Roger Woodruff 
in Spokane. This brings our total to nine uniformed 
WASSAR Color Guard  members. If I missed any-
one, please let me know. And if there are others that 
would like to join this colorful group contact me at 
wroneal@aol.com. There can be no better way to    
express our goals of History, Education and            
Patriotism. 

WASSAR Leaders and 
Color Guard Compatriots,  
 

I have discovered a local seam-
stress who can produce very high 
quality period costumes and acces-
sories at very reasonable price. I 
am in the process of checking out 
what she can do for us. 
 

See her work in the attached     
pictures. I had her make from a 

picture this Revolutionary soldier's buckskin haver-
sack. I provided the materials, "buckskin" 
and buttons.  She did this first one for about 
$20.00. You can see the workmanship. 
 

I have ordered patterns for riflemen's hunting frocks 
(coats) and several accessory items as well, from the 
internet. When they arrive, I will be asking her to 
price the standard  rifleman's frock and several accou-
trements with a view toward providing a cost-
effective uniform solution to those who would like to 
join our happy band of WASSAR Color Guards. If 
this is successful, I will be asking her if she can make 
a regimental uniform.  We have to provide the       
pattern.  Many authentic patterns are available on the 
internet.  See "Missouri River" patterns for an exam-
ple of the rifleman's frock. 
 

If any of you can obtain a pattern of a Revolutionary 
War clothing item, and are interested in a quote, I 
will see what she can do on pricing. 
 

 

 

August 27, 2011 Doug Nelson and 
Bob O’Neal participated in a     
ceremony hosted by the Puyallup 
Senior Activity Center of the       

Salvation Army in honor of the fallen of the 9-11 attacks on 
the World Trade Center and Pentagon. Some 60 seniors 
attended.   
 

Captain Doug Nelson, WASSAR secretary and president of 
John Paul Jones Chapter, and Bob O'Neal, WASSAR Color 
Guard Commander, posted the colors.  The bell was tolled 
eleven times in honor of the fallen first responders and   
victims. A local Puyallup fire department lieutenant and 
two firefighters were honored for their service. All joined 
in the singing of the National Anthem and "God Bless 
America."  
 

Compatriot John Herr, Senior Center Director, gave     
commemorative remarks. Mrs. Dee Dee Olson recited 
"Lady  Liberty" and John Fowler the words to "Taps."  Bob 
O'Neal concluded with a trumpet rendition of "Amazing 
Grace" and the WASSAR Color Guard retired the          
colors.      
 

It was a very emotional experience for all concerned. 

 WASSAR Color Guard 
In 9-11 Ceremony 
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